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and the wholesale purgel ~7 ™
“collaborators, many o
Khiem has ac

£ his “Termed ‘n Comtaci
?:hm*nLC'atho]ics. _i Only this week Gen, Thi L

. Saigon, Feb. 19—Lt. Gen. Nguyen Khanh, Sout
Viet Nam's strong man, called on loyal troops t
Inight to march on Saigon and drive out rebels whp

seized the capital in a bloodless' midday coup today.
|-, . Khanh was safe at Cap'St. Jacques, a seaside resoft |

south ‘of here—a-sharp setback for the rebels, who ha
avserted he was under arvest in Saigon. = o 1
" Brig. Gen. Nguyen Cao Ky, chief of the air force, r¢-
jected rebel overtures and threw his support to Khanh. He
warned rebel leaders Brig. Gen. Lan Van Phat and CqL.
i b Pham Ngoc Thao to evacuat~ ~*--~'' Tan Shon Nhut ajr

base or face bombing. " oads of Viet Namese troop
o . o ygbels—speeding to take o

1f Khanh can also -get the i ° ..
positions,
lle dispatched

support of Brig. Gen. Nguyen ' " Deputy Ambg
Chanh Thi, head of troops in.isador U. Alexis Johnsen to cond
upper South Viet Nam, he could "with Gen. William C. Westmo
reak the ‘back of the _rgvblt,@l““da Phe I[J}SS An.m]tk;:ydcu
which began here at 1 DL HI0Cen at U.S. Avmy headqt

x ay, New York™
time} when rebels ‘séized the
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. Taylor ancfuf )
Taylor apparvently hoped ti
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rInternational airport, the Saigon .. \
ridi d " armed  forces head- Westmoreland, in contact Wwjth
“Mhey broadcast a 10- Whahh and througzh other u.s.

guarter
point proc
anls to stay on their oolh the vebels and iKhanh’s for
and avoid any Lloodletting,
The coup also canght the U
faced by an! Central Intelligence Agency Jo
attack on former U.S. Ambas- guard, Peer de Silvs, CIA clfied]
ssador Henry Cabot Lodge for  here, was en route in the Philip-
his role in overthrowing former! pines with his family. ;
Premier Ngo Ding Diem. It also = Some of the generals i1vol
denounced Ihanh. s a ‘“traitor:'in today's action arve “the
1 to the peoplie and the army.” " wha took part in an abortive cpu)
_ Tighlights of the 10-point Sept. '13.
program. were “respect for na-. The Catholie influence was|s
J tional prestige” in_ sctting up_al parent. Thao is > Cathoue
ormn A overnment, sl 1t fitical ol the increasing

lamation and ordered - pdvisers, would be able to conthet
hes

8.

The proclamation b.roadcast by

the coupists was pre

.i|at the height of teday’s activity,

ot

¢ branded Thao a Viet Cong o)

used Ihanh of selling out to the ! and contact, Thi's charge, waile-
Buddhiats. ' Cunsulsmantiated, goes back to
The -efect of the revolt on'the senvenayunr warl agaius. the
whon ‘Thao headed lhe

bouth Viet Nam's three-day-old  French,
bivilian government was in doubt, Commnnist  Viet Minh
though the vebels claim they - yence organization in Saigon.
ve interested mainly in Khanh. | Thao dinies he is a Communist,
but hes said he favors the lib-
eration fight. :
His brother is a onetime North
ement, the {-Viet Namese ambassador to Eust
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Quat was seen \
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ith his
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remier Phamr Huy 4
driving through Saigoen w
usual militavy escort.
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In oae radio stat
rebels said: “We do not use this { Germmeny, and still lives n .
campaign for a change in gov-] North Viet Na. .
erument.” The rabels shiowed sa or e b

1 planning, unlike the Sept. 15 ot-
Ttemnt. Troops had  tew,
marked fatigues, and the iw-uise!
numbers” and ‘mariings had ocen!
| taken off militacy vehicles n an’.
1 attempt to avoid any ideniilica-
1tion uniil the oljectives were se-
curcd. - :

Scevrity was doubled around all
S. installations,; ard U.S. Ma-.

- §lips Back F'rom U. S.

But earlier, Thao, asked about
the future of the present gov-
ernment, had said: “We'll see
about that later.” .

Rebels claimed  that units of
bmarines, the airhorne brigade,
the infantry, regional forces and
the air ferce and navy took partiy;
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n ]fll::ore‘:’f‘z was " shunted to rines, pistols drawn on their

aha ' ras " sk \ ¥ ies. e
W ashm,gton last fall as his desks, gyarded the lobbies o
entbassy’s  first  attache, had’

[ slipned back into Viet Nam in
'Dacember and had gone unders
| oround.

[~ On June 14 the Foreign Minis-
{ iry - publicly called on him  to
give himself up hecause.of con-
| tinyed . plotting . on - "behalf of
1 [{Biem,:  Ho had ‘spent - ‘part of !
i hids hiding ir Salgon, even call- |
L infs centeets Soar the . telephone, |
Piiging out in thejapartment of |
.4 ‘frietd near  the ;radio station’,
| b fseiped todng o

o e ar BN L] LR

{form of eivilian & b, ) 4 ;
sarallel military role for the army. dhist role in the government.
Call Tt “a Campaign”

ond complete separation of‘_ ’
hurch and state. The rebéls steered clear of th
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. Loyal to Vigt Pacts
The, proclamation speaks of}
loyalty “to Viet Nam's interna-i
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\4 ) ‘gim was to expel Khanh from'bi
tiopal agreements and “welcomes post as commander of the arme
and accepts the presence of ‘the’ forces and replace him with T
| Americans in helping Viet Nam ' Gen. Tran Thin Khiem, now aw
unism.” .bas;alg;r in W:i\(sikglr,gbtonl; Tém

: 5 L osai iem would & back in Sa

dday coup caug'ht the ' oon tomorrow to take over leade;
y %‘;TP“S%- D. Tayl ship of the army. .
axwe ,_.3!0.‘!.‘, Khiem, who helped overthroy

2 ,;.‘m"‘:, the military leaders who ha
“’3 e: '°'l“ i toppled ' the Diem regime,
ced truck| xhown to have opposed overthroj

[}

[ term “coup,” calling their actiol:
Vea campaign”  Their anndunecf
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